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Poland. In 1980, President Kaczynski and his
twin brother, Jaroslaw Kaczynski, who would
later become the Prime Minister of Poland,
were active participants in a workers’ strike at
Gdansk Shipyard. The strike, led by Solidarity
leader and future Polish President Lech
Walesa, was supported around the world; it
sparked the beginning of the Solidarity move-
ment in Poland and marked the beginning of
the end of communist rule in Central and
Eastern Europe.

Following the workers’ strike in Gdansk, the
Kaczynski brothers emerged as leaders in the
Solidarity movement and built a strong na-
tional following. In 2002, President Kaczynski
was elected Mayor of Warsaw by a large mar-
gin. In March of 2005, President Kaczynski
declared his candidacy for president and won
election in December of that year. As Presi-
dent, he worked to end government corrup-
tion, strengthen foreign partnerships, and em-
power the citizens of Poland.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honor
and remembrance of Lech Kaczynski, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Poland, his wife, Maria
Kaczynski, and all those who perished with
them. | offer my deep condolences to their
daughter, Marta, their granddaughter, to Presi-
dent Kaczynski’s brother, and to the people of
Poland. My district in Northeast Ohio is home
to several generations of Polish immigrants,
and we maintain strong ties to the country of
Poland. Those who lost their lives in tragedy
on April 10, 2010 shall be remembered in the
greater Cleveland area and around the world.
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Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the Keno Micro-Fund
for its role in promoting financial literacy.

IN the State of Georgia 69,980 businesses
and non-businesses filed bankruptcy from July
1, 2008 through June 30, 2009. This makes
Georgia’s bankruptcy rate one of the highest
in the country.

The number of 18- to 24-year-olds declaring
bankruptcy continues to grow at an alarming
rate.

The average debt level for 2008 graduates
from Georgia colleges was over $17,000.

As the Nation recovers from one of the most
devastating financial downturns in more than
half a century, it is critical that we make a de-
termined effort to promote financial literacy
among America’s youth. To that end, | offer
my formal acknowledgement and deepest ap-
preciation for organizations in the State of
Georgia like the Keno Micro-Fund, which are
dedicated to fostering a deeper understanding
of financial principles and money management
among young people.
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ANNIVERSARY, AND THE RECIPI-
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Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | ask the
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring America’s oldest, continuously oper-
ational gay and lesbian rights organization: the
Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance of Wash-
ington, DC, GLAA, on its 39th anniversary,
and the recipients of the Distinguished Service
Award.

Since its founding in April 1971, GLAA has
long been at the forefront of efforts to
strengthen enforcement of the landmark D.C.
Human Rights Act of 1977, and at the fore-
front of advocating for the gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgendered, GLBT, community.
GLAA played a key role in winning marriage
equality in the District, working with coalition
partners, DC officials and the wider public to
craft and implement a strategy for achieving a
strong, sustainable victory.

GLAA has fought to ensure that, GLBT, citi-
zens are treated fairly and respectfully by DC
agencies from the Metropolitan Police and
Fire/Emergency Medical Services Depart-
ments to the Department of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs, as well as the DC Public
Schools. GLAA has also participated in lob-
bying efforts against arbitrary federal restric-
tions on the District’s budget aimed at lesbians
and gay men.

On April 20, GLAA will hold its 39th anniver-
sary Reception honoring this year’s recipients
of its Distinguished Service Awards: Joan E.
Biren, Sean Bugg, Lou Chibbaro Jr., David
Mariner, Michael Crawford, Rev. Monique
Ellison, Brian K. Flowers, Mark Levine, Nick
McCoy, Brian Moore, Sultan Shakir, and the
DC Clergy United for Marriage Equality. The
recipients contributed toward GLAA’s effer-
vescent fight to receive equality for the gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered commu-
nity in the District of Columbia.

GLAA’s 39 year fight to secure inalienable
American rights for the GLBT residents of
Washington, DC is similar to the long struggle
for full voting representation in Congress for
U.S. citizens, living in our Nation’s capital, who
have served honorably in every American war,
including the current conflicts in Afghanistan
and Iraq, and are taxed without representa-
tion.

GLAA’s open and forthright advocacy sup-
ports GLBT soldiers, who have sworn to pro-
tect our country with their lives and must serve
in silence, without the open support of their
families and communities.

| ask this House to join me in congratulating
the Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance on its
39th Anniversary, and the recipients of the
Distinguished Service Award for their commit-
ment to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgendered community in Washington, DC.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | would
like to call to your attention the work of an out-
standing individual, Carl D. Bocchicchio, who
is being recognized on the occasion of his re-
tirement from an accomplished 34-year law
enforcement career. It is only fitting that he be
honored in this, the permanent record of the
greatest democracy ever known, because he
is the embodiment of the patriotism that
makes our nation so great.

Carl was born in Brooklyn, NY, and was ac-
tive in the NYPD Police Athletic League. In
1972, while attending Midwood High School,
he began his journey in law enforcement as
an NYPD Auxiliary Police Officer in the 63rd
Precinct. While in college, he became a sea-
sonal U.S. park ranger at the Gateway Na-
tional Recreation Area. Later he served as a
park ranger at the Blue Ridge Parkway in
North Carolina and subsequently as a super-
visory law enforcement park ranger at the
Boston National Historical Park.

Along Carl's law enforcement journey he
joined the U.S. Customs Service as a customs
inspector on the Canadian border along New
York State. Carl was later assigned as a cus-
toms patrol officer to the Office of Investiga-
tions, Special Agent in Charge office located
in Newark, NJ. In 1984 he was selected and
promoted as a customs special agent as-
signed to the Resident Agent in Charge, Fort
Myers, FL, then became a customs agent in
Miami, FL. During his tenure in Miami, he was
assigned to open a U.S. Customs Service, Of-
fice of Internal Affairs, Resident Agent in
Charge (RAC) office in Northern Virginia. The
office was opened as a RAC Field Office serv-
icing Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC.
In 1989 he was selected to establish a U.S.
Customs Service, Office of Internal Affairs
(IA), Training Division at the Federal Law En-
forcement Training Center (FLETC), Bruns-
wick, GA. From Miami he would regularly trav-
el to FLETC to develop curriculum and instruct
and deploy Police Ethics and Integrity Training
programs to all U.S. customs special agents
and customs personnel stationed worldwide.

Always seeking to learn and grow, Carl at-
tended St. John’s University and College of
Staten Island earning a BS in Administration
of Criminal Justice. Carl served as a captain
with the Georgia Department of Defense, Na-
tional Guard Bureau, Georgia State Defense.
Force. He attended the U.S. Army War Col-
lege, Strategic Studies Institute, focusing on
National Security Policy and Strategy, and
earned a Graduate Certificate at the Institute
of World Politics focusing on Intelligence and
National Security Policy.

He is married to his wife Judy for 28 years
and they have two sons, Matthew, 21 years
old, and Christopher, 15 years old, and they
reside in Peachtree City, GA.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to being able to acknowledge great
Americans like Carl.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Carl’'s family and friends, all those
whose lives have been touched by him, and
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